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Introducing 


the Editor 
KENNETH E. SM 


The editor of this special issue of 
Sabbath Recorder is Kenneth E. S: 
pastor of the Denver Seventh Day Ba 
Church. A graduate of Milton Col 
Milton, Wis., and Garrett Biblical 
stitute, Evanston, Ill., he also atte 
Salem College, Salem, W. Va., and th 
fred School of Theology, Alfred, N 
In 1955-56 he was a Rotary Fellow a 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, ¥ 
he studied philosophy of religion. 
holds the M. A. degree from North 
ern University, Evanston, Illinois. | 
to his present pastorate he served 
Albion and Milton Junction, Wisco 
churches and taught philosophy at M 
College. Active in ecumenical relat 
he is clerk of the Denver Area Counc 
Churches and a member of our denot 
tional Ecumenical Committee. 


Mr. Smith grew up in Westerly, R 
Island, and was a member of the 
catuck Church until he left home to 5 
college in 1947. In 1949 he was ma 
to Dorothy Heinig of Milton, Wisco 
They have two children: Linda (7) 
Donald Scott (4). They have rec 
moved into a new home on Wadsy 
Boulevard in Denver, on the site of 
new Seventh Day Baptist Church t 
built there soon. 


The guest editor is not entirely ne 
his task since he is the editor of 
Advance, a quarterly publication s 
sored by the Denver Church for Sak 
promotion. 


It will be observed that this sf 
issue brings us a cross section of Sev 
Day Baptist leadership, speaking to 
spiritual problems of our time. “Wha 
Seventh Day Baptists saying today?” - 
is a partial answer to that question. 
trust that this is an issue for thoug 
reading and re-reading. 


| 

| 
-( "Bartimaeus! Bartimaeus! Just wait un- 
: I tell you the news!” breathlessly 
‘lclaimed the only close friend Bartimaeus 


(lid. “People are talking about a man 
led Jesus, who has a small band of close 
lowers. Those who have listened to 
‘im teach say they have never heard such 
“sdom. And they say He has power to 
vlal all sorts of diseases. He has healed 
"me men and lepers and people with 
ojlsy. I've heard He even raises people 
bm the dead. And Bartimaeus, they say 
> can give people their sight who have 
wlen blind all their lives!” 


This was thrilling news to blind Bar- 
qaeus of whom we read in Mark 10: 
-52. In this account we are not given 
» details about Bartimaeus’ life, yet we 
“ow that he surely had a story, so let us 
| a little imagining as to what his story 
ght have been. 


i 


‘Bartimaeus’ father, Timaeus, and his 
other were poor people. When they 
‘hlized that their son was blind they were 
fartbroken. Carefully they saved from 
* meager wages to get enough 


‘pe of finding help for their boy. But it 
Nis of no use and finally they had given 
any hope of Bartimaeus’ ever being 
le to see. Life was hard and often very 
rter for him. He did what he could to 
Ip with the family finances by begging 
4 the streets of Jericho. Now that his 
jrents were gone, it was his only means 
| livelihood. 


\Bartimaeus had only one close friend 
fn0 was willing to take time to help him 
ud a good street corner where he might 
yi)» and who visited with this lonesome 
fin from time to time. They talked about 
Je Romans and the condition of their 
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Time To Be Bothered 


MYNOR G. SOPER 


Mynor Soper was born in North Platte, Ne- 
braska, and is the pastor of the North Loup 
Seventh Day Baptist Church, North Loup, 
Neb. Serving with the U. S. Army of Occupa- 
tion near Cortina, Italy, he committed himself 
to Christ and received his call to the ministry. 
He was graduated from Salem College, Salem, 
W. Va., in 1954 and has studied at the Alfred 
University School of Theology, Alfred, N. Y., 
and at California Baptist Seminary. Prior to his 
present pastorate he was associate pastor at 
Los Angeles, California. 


country, and also about the Messiah who 
would come some day and put an end to 
this foreign yoke. 


Now this wonderful news that in the 
land was a man with power to heal — 
even blindness! The two friends often 
talked about Jesus and the rumor that He 
was the promised Messiah. Bartimaeus’ 
hopes soared. Wouldn't it be wonderful 
if this Jesus would come to Jericho and 
perhaps even heal him? But the days wore 
on and much time passed with no sign 
that Jesus was even near Jericho. Grad- 
ually, the hope that had sprung to life in 
him faded and almost died. 


Then one day as Bartimaeus sat begging 
at the edge of Jericho, on the road that led 
toward Jerusalem, he heard the noise of 
a crowd of people coming his way. “It 
must be a large crowd,’ thought Bar- 
~timaeus. As they drew nearer, his curiosity 
mounted and he called out to a passerby 
to ask what the crowd meant. But none 
of them had’ time to even bother to answer 
him. They were hurrying to join the 
crowd. Then he heard the voice of his 
friend calling his name as he hurried to 
him. 


“Bartimaeus! Jesus is coming. We must 
get Him to help you!” By now the crowd 
was upon them. Hope flooded back into 
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Bartimaeus’ heart — but would Jesus have 
time to be bothered with him? He began 
to call out to Jesus, ‘Jesus, thou Sen-of 
David, have mercy upon me!”’ Those who 
thronged past told him to be quiet and not 
bother the Master. Panic seized at the 
heart of Bartimaeus. He couldn’t make 
Jesus hear because of the noise of the 
crowd, and they were passing him by. The 
one chance he had hoped for would soon 
be lost. Jesus just had to hear him and he 
cried out desperately for Jesus to have 
mercy upon him. 


Suddenly the crowd was still. They had 
stopped. His friend was saying that Jesus 
was calling for him to come. Quickly, 
Bartimaeus got to his feet and as his 
friend led him to Jesus, he was thinking, 
“Jesus did have time to bother with me!” 


Several days before Jesus reached Jeru- 
salem in that throng that shouted His 
praises, and quite a few miles down the 
road, He had decided that now was the 
time to go to Jerusalem to keep an ap- 
pointment that all history had been wait- 
ing for. The Bible says that He “‘steadfast- 
ly set his face to go to Jerusalem.” 


Jesus was headed for the most important 
appointment the world has ever known; 
yet all along the way He stopped to help 
anyone who needed Him. He had a great 
deal on His mind and even though He 
was going to keep an important appoint- 
ment, He never once was too wrapped up 
in His own concern or obligations that 
He was not sensitive to the needs of those 
He met. 


Regardless of the fact that the mission 
He was on was urgent, He took time to 
be bothered by those who sought Him. 
He took the time to straighten out the 
Pharisees on the matter of divorce, show- 
ing them plainly that divorce was not the 
Father’s will, but that it had been allowed 
for a time because of the hardness of 
people’s hearts. 


A rich young man came to Jesus with a 
very real problem. He was a good man, but 
he felt something was lacking in his life. 
Jesus took the time to hear his story and 
to point out the thing which the young 
man needed to do to make his life happy 
and worth while. Even though His words 
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were not heeded, Jesus did not begr 
the time taken to try and help the y 
man. — 


Children were brought to Jesus tha 
might lay His hands on them and 
them. But the parents had diffic 
getting to Him for those close to | 
would turn them away with the ac 
nition to ‘not bother the Master.” 
when Jesus realized this He told His 
ciples never to refuse to let even th 
tle children come to Him. Though | 
was running out for Him on this e 
yet He had’ time to be bothered by | 
the desires of a child. 


One day Jesus explained to His | 
ciples why it was necessary for Him te 
to Jerusalem even though it was da 
ous. When they objected, He went fu 
and explained to them that it was né 
sary that He should be killed in o 
that salvation might be for all men. } 
this hurt them. It seemed so unfair 
Jesus — the greatest teacher ever, 
greatest physician ever, the friend of 
downtrodden and sinners, the one © 
could some day be king — should hav 
die. Certainly they could go somew 
else so this would not be necessary. J 
took time to explain carefully to t 
heartbroken men that this was the way 
heavenly Father wanted it. “And besic 
He comforted them, “this will not be 
end, for I will be in the grave only t 
days and nights. Then I shall be « 
again. You will see.” 


Later on, Jesus took time out of 
busy schedule to settle a quarrel bety 
these same devoted men concerning © 
should be first among them in importa 
The wisdom of His advice to them 
cerning the desire to be first, comes 1 
ing down through the ages to guid 
when we feel that we are being negle 
or when we feel our own importance 
tend to become egotistic. “Whoso 
will be great among you, shall be 
minister; and whosoever of you will be 
chiefest, shall be servant of ali.” 


The triumphant march actually 
begun when Jesus “steadfastly set his 
to go to Jerusalem.” However, it r 


(Continued on page 14) 
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te we losing the vital distinctions between 


ut and wrong, clean and unclean?” 


rhrough the medium of popular ad- 
tising an attempt has been made to 
se the American public think of the 
vessful business executive, surrounded 
the trappings of modern society and 
ncing a glass of beverage in one hand, 
-man of distinction. The implication is 
- here is a man who is somehow above 
average citizen and is therefore a bet- 
judge of the “finer things in life.” 

te were inclined to use another product 
our culture, they would say that “here 
1 man who thinks for himself.” But 
ile they hold such men up as an ideal, 
aally we know that the companies who 
for these ads do not want people to 
true men of distinction, that is, they do 
want the general public to be able to 
<e distinctions, or to be able to dis- 
ish what is right or what is wrong. 
ey want to reserve that privilege for 
mselves. The true men of distinction 
0 can see the results would not touch 
ver of these products so highly ad- 
tised. 

n the tenth chapter of Leviticus we 
e the story of the commissioning of 
fon and his sons as the true men of 
tinction for the Israelite nation, for 
were to set standards — to draw a 
between the holy and the common, 
ween the unclean and the clean. It was 
|assignment calling for discriminating 
gment and absolute integrity. The 
brew nation had just come out of 
ndage in Egypt and were inexperienced 
| untrained in religion. During a part 
‘their bondage, it had been a crime 
jnishable by death for anyone to give 
tructions in religious matters. As a con- 
Juence, they came out of Egypt a raw 
iss of humanity, illiterate, without moral 
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Men of Distinction 


DON A. SANFORD 


Don A. Sanford is pastor of the New Auburn 
Seventh Day Baptist Church in Northern Wis- 
consin. A graduate (summa cum laude) of 
Milton College, Milton, Wis., and the Alfred 
(N. Y.) University School of Theology, he has 
been the editor of The Helping Hand since 
1955. Before coming to Wisconsin he was pas- 
tor at Independence and Andover, New York. 
For eight years he has been a member of the 
Board of Christian Education and served as 
president of the board in 1954-55. Under his 
leadership the New Auburn Church has built 
a new edifice largely with volunteer labor. 


judgment, and ready to be molded into 
any shape their leaders chose. It was to 
Aaron and his sons that Moses gave the 
tremendous job of shaping the religious 
life of those people. And in commission- 
ing them with this task, the Lord set 
forth one of the fundamental tasks of the 
Christian Church: “You are to distin- 
guish between the holy and the common, 
and between the unclean and the clean.” 


But the church, over and over again, 
has failed in this task. It has too often 
been unable to make the distinctions which 
are needed. We of the free church Prot- 
estant tradition have failed miserably at 
this point. In our desire for individual 
freedom, and in our rebellion from the 
more authoritative churches, we have often 
lost the art of distinguishing between the 
holy and the common. At times we have 
withdrawn from the areas of tension in 
contemporary life, lest we offend some- 
one. We have allowed the church to be- 
come so engrossed in its own problems 
that it has often had little to say to men 
who have had to live difficult lives. 


Because the church has not been speak- 
ing positively enough on many of the 
moral issues before it, the people who 
should be following the leading of the 

(Continued on page 16) 


Fire is the Great Destroyer. From time 
to time the world has witnessed the burn- 
ing of books and manuscripts. Bonfires 
have been built in order to rid the world 
of ideas and unwanted opinions. Worse 
yet, in the fanaticism of religious intol- 
erance human beings have been burned up 
like the books they wrote in order to 
obliterate their ideas. Out of the ashes of 
such conflagrations we ought to have 
learned a great lesson: Truth will not 
burn. Books and bodies are but earthen 
vessels, but truth is eternal. 


An ancient king sat before the fire in 
his summerhouse reading the scroll of a 
prophet. Perhaps if Jeremiah had written 
with more caution — but, alas, he was a 
prophet, indeed. Even kings were not to 
be spared the truth. Section by section the 
king read the scroll, cut it into pieces, and 
burned it. Jeremiah did what any prophet 
would do; he wrote another scroll stronger 
than the first. Paper burns, but truth will 
not be downed. 


The Church ought to know this fact. 
Galileo was forced to recant his views of 
the universe, but still he knew that he was 
right. Perhaps he felt that an academic 
opinion is not worth dying for, but he 
knew that the truth about the cosmos does 
not depend upon the opinion of the 
Church. 


When in 1600 Bruno was burned at the 
stake for his scientific views the Church 
saw the folly of its action. By destroying a 
man’s life you do not destroy his beliefs 
— not if they are true. If only the wisdom 
of Gamaliel had been preserved in Chris- 
tian history. How often has organized 
religion been fighting against the truth, 
and against the Almighty. 


A church historian has said: “The blood 
of the martyrs was the seed of the 
Church.”” Men died with a song on their 
lips and a sense of privilege in their hearts 
that they should be chosen to die for the 
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Faith. Better, they believed, to die 1 
truth than live in the false. 


The little ribbon-maker of London 
was hanged in 1661 held this conv 
Someone has said that the martyrde 
John James would be enough to pet 
ate Seventh Day Baptists for a tho 
years. It is amazing to find a man | 
for a truth about which most men 
not at all. Millions of people know 
the Sabbath is Biblical truth and y 
not seem to care. The death of John _ 
is a protest against indifference. 


Indeed, indifference is a greate 
stroyer than fire. Fire can destroy} 
body, but indifference can destroy 
Spirit. It is an awful thing to hear a 
say, “It is my own business as to wh 
or not I attend church.” Indifferer 
the cancer of the Spirit and it is ha 
watch a man die inch by inch. Thy 
nothing harmless about indifferenc 
is the mortal enemy of truth. It de 
by just not caring enough. 


About a century ago it was popu! 
debate certain issues of the day. O: 
the religious issues centered aroun 
question: “Which day ought Chri 
to observe, Sabbath or Sunday?” It wi 
hope of the Sabbath reform move 
that Christians would see the truth a 
the light of that truth accept the Sa 
in their lives. Today we see that out 
is not so easy. It would be possible te 
thousands of contemporary Christians 
would agree with almost every facet c 
case for the Sabbath. They know it : 
historic and Biblical Sabbath, the day 
Jesus and the apostles observed; they . 
it is “the right day to keep” as the 
it. The amazing thing is that they d 
observe it nor do they intend to. 
recognized as true and valid, but the 
indifferent to its observance. 


This is the most insidious enem 
shall have to face. In a clean-cut, lc 
argument truth need never have a 
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n in the face of burnings and stonings, 
sn the vehicle of truth is utterly de- 
yed, the truth itself goes on through 
y ways and means. Even the cross is 
the end of it. But when men no longer 
> what is the way, and the truth, and 
life, society enters an ebb tide in spirit- 
things. Thus, we behold a generation 
mnging to the Church, but caring not 
at_ church, what creed, what gospel. 
igion without discernment is idolatry. 


t is a time of testing. The greatest test 
f truth must face is the content, im- 
sive, indifferent generation who “call 

Lord, Lord, but do not the things 
ich I say.” But faith in God is coupled 
h the conviction that right is not “for- 
t on the scaffold,’ and the knowledge 
t, in all things, God has the last word. 


Ke ESS. 


mn a small dry cave a few miles from 
icho a precious library of ancient 
nuscripts awaited human discovery. 
ring the fall of Jerusalem, the rise of 
‘istianity, the Dark Ages, the discovery 
America, wars, scientific advance, al- 
st two-thousand years crammed with 
sory, the scrolls rested in their quiet, 
ote hiding place. Then one day a 
louin boy threw a stone into the tiny 
ning of the cave and they were dis- 
ered. It is one of the most amazing 
tacts that modern man has made with 
ancient world. For centuries scholars 
ndered about certain aspects of life in 
t time and place, then, suddenly a 
itable deluge of information poured 
th. 


Phis is a parable of the way in which 
d works — the way in which all his- 
y moves. “The mills of God grind ex- 
dingly slow, but they grind exceeding- 
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ly fine.” Every truth and every idea has 
its periods of dormancy and its periods 
of fulfillment. God has a way of making 
preparation. The New Testament reminds 
us that Jesus came, not by the will of man, 
but according to the plan of God from the 
foundation of the world — “in the ful- 
ness of time.” 


In spiritual progress man goes by fits 
and starts. There are golden ages and long 
desert stretches in which there is little to 
nourish the roots. Surely the high point of 
spiritual life is to be found in Jesus Christ 
and the spread of the apostolic church. 
Yet, within a few centuries after Christ 
men reached a new low in religion, edu- 
cation, and culture. The ‘dark ages’’ al- 
most lost the New Testament. It certain- 
ly lost the Christlike qualities of the first- 
century church and most of the social and 
ethical idealism of primitive Christianity. 
It lost the Sabbath both as a specific day 
and as a religious idea. 


Yet, in the Reformation of the 16th 
century much that had been lost was 
regained. Justification by faith, the au- 
thority of the Bible, the priesthood of all 
believers, the right of private judgment 
— this was surely a divine outpouring and 
a new peak of spiritual growth. The Sab- 
bath, lost in a time of decline, was not 
restored to its rightful place in the Ref- 
ormation. 


Every truth will have its day, and noth- 
ing can stop an idea whose time has come. 
Yet truths are preserved and restored by 
human agents. Truth, like the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, can wait, and wait, and wait, but 
men are impatient. We Seventh Day Bap- 
tists have the stewardship of the Biblical 


Sabbath. For this truth, as for all others, 


the day will dawn we know not when. 
The essential armament of our faith is that 
it will dawn. In a time of conformity, 
convenience, and economic priority God 
sees the truth, but waits. That does not 
mean that we should be inactive in our 
mission for Christ and the Sabbath. In- 
deed, the door may be just now ready to 
open. We will not know unless we push. 


KEsS: 


Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations; 
ask thy father, and he will shew thee, thy elders and they will tell thee. 


A Voice from the Past Speaks 


EVALOIS ST. JOHN, Librarian 


The power and permanence of Chris- 
tianity in the history of the world, in spite 
of human elements which enter into the 
organization and work of the church, is 
due to the spiritual leadership of Christ. 
Without this, the human element is little 
more than a rope of sand. The best forms 
of polity, lacking divine presence and 
power, are like machinery without motive 
power, a skeleton unclothed with flesh, or 
a bloodless heart... . This truth is of deep 
importance to us. 


A great truth has been placed in our 
keeping, the possession of which creates 
a momentous and glorious mission. What- 
ever we may hope for or seek to attain of 
power, efficiency or wisdom must come 
through the leadership of Christ and our 
obedient following of Him who is Head 
and Leader of all His people. 


We must be convinced of the high and 
holy mission to which we are called as 
servants of Christ, and as Seventh Day 


Baptists. Nothing worthy of our time and 


place can be attained without conviction. 
We shall be flabby of soul, lacking in 
power, and wanting in zeal, without this 
conviction. Convictionless people are a 
worthless people. God himself cannot use 
such for any great purpose, or in any high 
calling. Our history has been miraculous. 
In the ordinary course of things with the 
opposition we have had to meet, and the 
indifference with which we have been 
surrounded, we should have disappeared 
from history two centuries ago. . .. With- 
out being fully conscious of how and 
why, and with but slight appreciation of 
what our mission means, we have been 


kept. 


I appeal to you by every consideration, 
and in view of your high calling to 
deepen in yourselves the conviction of the 
important and far-reaching work to which 
we are called. Let this be supplemented by 
a devout consecration of heart and an 
opening of the soul to the constant pres- 
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ence of divine power. Believe that yo 
individuals, as churches, as a denon 
tion, can be and must be united ~ 
Christ, the Head of the Church, in 
solute spiritual life, that you are ingra 
as branches of the True Vine; that int 
purposes and plans, hopes and aims, 
divine life flows, giving power to e 
purpose, ennobling every endeavor, sa: 
fying every gift. 


That all this will demand the hig 
type of holy living goes without say 
We are in the world, must deal witl 
duties, meet its trials, and perform 
work. But all this must be done u 
the consciousness that we are yet chil 
of light, and that the purpose of all 
ing is to do the work of Him who 
sent us; to upbuild the kingdom 
which we are called. 


We have yet to deal with indifferc 
worldliness, thoughtlessness and op) 
tion. But with divine power and guid 
all these must yield to truth and righte 
ness. This is God’s world in the hig 
and best sense, though the times be g 
to much that is ungodly. 


We stand for an unbroken Bible, 
divine authority of the Ten Comm 
ments, the unestimable spiritual valu 
the Sabbath, and the glory of redemp 
through divine love. These cannot 
If we fail in any respect it will be bec 
we do not rise to the true conceptio. 
what our place means, of what our mis 
is. 


Under the divine leadership of the 
conquered and all-conquering Christ t 
can be but one final result, victory fo 
truth, and victory for each worker 1 
in the name of truth, and relying on ¢ 
does well his part in the world’s w 
May God aid us to follow Christ’s lea 
ship to such victory. 


A. H. Lewis, Year Book, 190 
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Man's capacity to think is placed very 
t the head of the list of our human 
ibutes. The mysteries and puzzles of 
thinking processes have intrigued and 
llenged sages and scientists down 
ugh the ages. From the educators and 
chologists we frequently get the re- 
der that our minds afford us a greater 
ential than we have yet imagined. 
le One is reported to have said, speak- 
of our ability to think, “The greatest 
liscovered territory in the universe lies 
ween our ears.” 


t is clear to all of us, of course, that 
iking cannot be accomplished in any 
- of intellectual vacuum. The process 
thought can only begin and operate 
sn there is an object of thought. To 
1k requires that we have something to 
1k about. This fact immediately brings 
importance of what we think about 
) sharp focus. We become aware, then, 
t the true measure of a person is not 
be discovered in his brain power — 
y brilliant or searching is his mentality 
but, rather, his value as a person is 
ernible in the objects toward which 
turns his thinking. We cannot truly 
yw a man until we know what he thinks 
ut. 


‘he Apostle Paul exhibited profound 
ght when he counseled the Philippian 
‘istians of the New Testament Church 
this wise: “Finally, brethren, whatever 
tue, whatever is honorable, whatever 
lovely, whatever is gracious, if there 
any excellence, if there is anything 
tthy of praise, think about these things” 
uilippians 4: 8). Here is a proclama- 
1 of the power of positive thinking. 
may interpret Paul as saying, in effect, 
iends, you have some important choices 
make. It is only possible to channel 
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“The vitality of a man’s religion is 
in what he thinks about from day to day.” 


As A Man Thinketh 


ELMO FITZ RANDOLPH 


Elmo Fitz Randolph is the pastor of the Mil- 
ton, Wisconsin, Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
He is a graduate of Salem College, Salem, W. 
Va., and the Alfred University School of 
Theology, Alfred, N. Y. From 1938-1942 he 
was pastor at Alfred Station, N. Y., and came 
to the Milton Church in 1944. Besides his 
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your thoughts toward one object, or set 
of objects, at a time. Be sure to make 
your choices in the matter of what you 
think about on the level of concern and 
interest that will be in keeping with the 
life and teaching of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 


The pages of history bear eloquent 
testimony to the importance of what peo- 
ple think about in any given period of 
the past. With all of the error of man- 
kind’s ways, we have great cause to thank 
God that in Christ we have received the 
Way of Life that lifts our whole being 
above thoughts or actions that have their 
origins in selfishness or meanness. 


Realization that we are making history 
every day places a frightening and de- 
manding responsibility upon us. What 
are the objects of thought with which our 
American minds are preoccupied in this 
present age? Will the historians some 


day say to us that we devoted the power 


of our minds too much to bombs and not 
enough to brotherhood — too much to 
conquering space and too little to con- 
quering ourselves? With all of the mate- 
rial blessings that have accrued from our 
devotion to physical science in this age, 
could it be that we are in danger of block- 
ing out the far more meaningful and 
necessary powers of the Holy Spirit? 
Perhaps these lines from the poet, Vachel 
Lindsay, have a message for our time. 


There’s machinery in the butterfly, 
There's a mainspring to the bee. 
There's hydraulics to a daisy 

And contraptions to a tree. 

If we could see the birdie 

That makes the chirping sound 
With psycho-analytic eyes, 

With X-ray, scientific eyes, 

We could see the wheels go round. 
And I hope all men 

Who think like this 

Will soon lie underground. 


An examination of the importance of 
what we think about is never complete 
until it is applied to oneself. In the 
exercise of pondering what Christians or 
Americans ought to be thinking about 
there can be no escape from facing the 
interests and the concerns that occupy my 
own mind and thought. (What a self- 
revealing experience we would have if 
every object of our thought could be 
recorded and tabulated for just one day.) 
Such a research project might shock us 
with the discovery that a great many 
“ideas” are planted in our minds and 
become the object of our attention through 
no conscious choice on our part. Witness 
the power of modern advertising, running 
the gamut from the ludicrous to the 
poisonous, bombarding our homes and 
our minds through the media of mass 
communication. 


Not only is it important to accept per- 
sonal responsibility in the matter of what 
we think about, but it also behooves us to 
register an honest concern over what we 
think about ourselves. I have often reflec- 
ted upon the counsel of a college psychol- 
ogy professor who said, “If you don’t 
think well of yourself nobody else will.” 
How many persons, especially among 
youth, have lost their sense of individual 
worth in the sight of God and of men as 
they have been swallowed up in the tedium 
and anonymity of life in a large city or 
in the military service. The insight of 
the ancient psalmist gives us the right 
perspective at this point as he reminds us: 


What is man that thou art mindful of him, 
And the son of man that thou dost care for him? 
Yet thou hast made him little less than God, 
And dost crown him with glory and honor. 
(Psalm 8: 4-5.) 


Again, in the case of the individual who 
succumbs to an overly exalted opinion of 
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himself, Paul offers a most helpful bi 
advice.when he says, “. . . I bid every 
among you not to think of himself n 
highly than he ought to think, but 
think with sober judgment. .. .” 


Need we be reminded that our Cl 
tian faith does not center in self ? Thron 
out our Hebrew-Christian tradition f 
a time when Cain asked God, “Am I 
brother's keeper?” we have been tat 
an outgoing concern for others. D: 
through the generations when men | 
practiced “inhumanity to man” Christ 
have remembered our Christ “who | 
and died and rose again and liveth « 
more.” It is He who teaches us the 
of serving rather than being served; 
dynamic principle of “losing onesel 
save oneself”; the way of life that 
for “doing unto others as we would 
they should do unto us.” 


Returning to Paul’s plea to the Ph 
pians to think about whatever is ho 
able, lovely, gracious, and true, we 
cover that he proposes that the nat 
consequence of such a thought patte: 
to have ‘the God of peace be with y 


For the Christian, then, the ulti! 
question of what he thinks about al 
comes to a central point in God. Fi 
is in God that we “live and move 
have our being.” God is our Creator 
Sustainer. He it is who has stepped 
the struggle and experience of man 
to win and save His own. To think a 
God aright is to prepare oneself for 
kind of relationship with a Father 
that the Apostle Paul knew as he sai 
can do all things in him who strengt 


” 


me. 


“If there is any excellence, if the: 
anything worthy of praise, think a 
these things.” 


The study of God’s Word, for the 
pose of discovering God’s will, is 
secret discipline which has formed 
greatest characters. 

—Sele 


The main trouble with common ; 
is that it is so uncommon. 
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e we able to do the job — to be the salt of the earth?” 


SALTY CHRISTIANS 


ERLO EVERETT SUTTON, D.D. 


} 


ture: Matthew 5: 13-20. 


: “You are the salt of the earth; but 
It has lost its taste, how can its salt- 
be restored?”’ (Matthew 5: 13.) 


e are living in a materialistic age; 
ge of physical power and monetary 
2s. We ask: How far and how fast 
i plane fly, how high can a rocket go, 
long can a man-made moon circle the 
1. how much damage can an atom 
b do? We also ask: How much money 
ve need for our army, our navy, and 
air force; how much should we give 
yan other nations; what will the total 
ret be, and how much deficit will 
> be; and how many billions of dollars 

can our country carry without a 
pse? 


lese are questions that in the minds 
aany people seem to determine the 
ency of a state or nation, but there 
ilso other standards of measure, such 
thical, moral, religious, and educa- 
Ul, standards often emphasized by 
ident Eisenhower. Perhaps we should 
ure the efficiency of our nation by 
; latter standards more, rather than 
uch by our physical might. Applica- 
. of these standards might even 
gthen our physical powers. 


e are sometimes led to wonder if 
ch people are not stressing too much 
naterial. We are likely to discuss such 
tions as how much did the local 
ch and denomination raise in their 
-s last year, and how much do they 
to raise this year? How many church 
lings were they able to repair or re- 
> with more beautiful temples of 
hip? Were they able to purchase or 
| better parsonages for the pastors’ 
lies? How much were they able to 
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increase the salaries of pastors and denom- 
inational workers? 


These questions are important, for 
Christian churches should have good 
buildings and pay reasonable salaries but 
if church members are really “the salt of 
the earth,” some other important questions 
must be answered in the affirmative. 
Among these are such questions as, how 
many souls have been won to Christ and 
church membership during the past year? 
How many have been won to Christ 
through evangelistic efforts during the 
past year, and what has been the increase 
in membership of the denomination? 


We are aware that some will say, ‘In 
considering the work and efficiency of a 
pastor, a church, or a denomination, in- 
crease in membership should not be con- 
sidered, for the work of the Holy Spirit 
is unseen.” However, there are some visi- 
ble evidences of His work. During the 
season following Pentecost the “‘salt’”’ that 
was spread by the disciples of Jesus had 
some very visible results. Of their work 
among the people it is said, “And the 
Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved.” The work 
these “Salty Christians’’ were doing cre- 
ated such opposition among the Jewish 
leaders that some of those who were 
preaching Christ were arrested and put 
in prison. The writer of Acts has this to 

(Continued on page 21) 
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inertia states that 


law of 
every action produces a reaction. Take a 
plumb bob, hang it from a string, give 
it a push and you will see this law in 


Newton's 


action. Each swing of the pendulum 
causes it to swing in the opposite direc- 
tion. There is something, too, in the 
nature of man which reacts in like manner. 
You smile at me, and in spite of myself, 
I smile back. A lad “socks” another in the 
nose, and there will be a reaction, prob- 
ably similar in kind. You receive a gift 
from a friend, and feel that you should 
reciprocate and send one to him. 


Our text suggests that there is a similar 
type of law in operation in the realm of 
the spiritual. “Submit yourselves there- 
fore to God, resist the devil, and he will 
flee from you. Draw nigh to God and he 
will draw nigh to you.” It will be swiftly 
conceded that Christians need a closer 
communion with the Lord, and that the 
world outside of Christ needs to feel the 
drawing power of the Cross. At one time 
Christ said, “And I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto me.” And the Scripture 
goes on to testify, “This he said signifying 
by what death he would die.” The re- 
deemed of the Lord realize that they have 
a special privilege and responsibility in 
regard to the claims of Christ and the 
presentation of His message in witnessing 
“to the uttermost parts of the earth.” 
However, in order to truly realize the 
blessings of this ministry, it is of utmost 
importance that careful attention be given 
to the promise and conditions of our text: 
“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw 
nigh to you.” 


You will note that the text suggests 
action. Charles R. Erdman, commenting 
on this verse says, ‘‘All theories of Chris- 
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tian experience which suggest the inz 
ity of the human will, and prescribe 
submission and dependence on the pa 
the believer, are dangerous.” A 
against evil and toward good are 
suggested: ‘Resist the Devil” and “I 
nigh to God.” It will also be seen tl 
definite reaction will result: “The I 
will flee’ and “God will draw n 
The ways in which we may resist the I 
are quite obvious. We have definite 
terns of righteousness revealed to 1 
God’s Word: The law, our schoolm: 
and the example of Christ, our Lord 
tendencies and actions contrary to | 
patterns should be strictly resisted, ar 
we resist we can see the Devil fleeing 
future temptations becoming less pc 


Drawing near to God may not be | 
so obvious, for our tendencies to be 
stagnant in our religious experience 
cause us to wonder if we really can | 
near to Him. However, the Scripture 
veal proven ways of drawing near to_ 


Careful Study and Attention to His V 

If the Bible is the final authorit 
matters of faith and conduct, then it 
be readily seen how important is the 
ter of Bible study. The Psalmist test 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, a 
light unto my path.’ Hence through 
ful, diligent study of this Word, the 
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God is made plain and we can see 
ily in taking our steps toward Him. 
, in writing to Timothy, assured him 
t “all scripture is given by inspiration 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
1 in righteousness, that the man of God 
y be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
0 all good works.” As we profit in each 
| all of these particulars, we draw near 
God, and He draws near to us. 


Prayer and Praise 


‘0 “pray without ceasing” is to be con- 
itly drawing nearer to God. The words 
the Savior hold wonderful promise: 
it thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
closet, and when thou hast shut the 
fr, pray unto thy Father which is in 
et, and thy Father which seeth in 
et shall reward thee openly.” There 
many problems and temptations too 
sonal to be shared with even the closest 
hly friends. Taking these to your Fa- 
r in the secret place will bring you 
se to Him and He will in mercy and 
e draw near to you. Secret prayer is a 
vet through which every seeker finds 
answers to his problems and’ sorrows, 
by which every door of spiritual sery- 
is opened. “Ask, and it shall be given 
; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
hall be opened unto you.” Through 
fcessory prayer we lose sight of self 
ve consider the needs of others; and to 
> sight of self is to be Christlike; and 
be Christlike is to draw near to God. 
re is also real beauty and fellowship 
staying together. “Where two or three 
gathered together in my name, there 
I in the midst” is the promise of the 
d. We feel the presence of God as we 
te our hearts and voices in common 
ition and praise. We experience the 
sence of the Lord in a special sense. 
raw near to God, and he will draw near 
rou. 


have suggested before that our text 
otes action. Now may we consider: 
| The Bei cece of His 

Teaching and Direction. 
the child who has been accepted into 
Father’s house is filled with love for 
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the Father who has made his redemption 
possible. He therefore earnestly desires to 
be obedient to Him. Here the words of 
the Lord strike a responsive chord in our 
hearts: “If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments.” We draw near to God through 
faithful and loving obedience to His re- 
vealed will as found in the specifics of 
His commandments. These are summed up 
by our Lord’s comment, “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, 
mind and strength; and thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” We draw near 
to Him through adherence to the golden 
rule, “Do unto others as you would that 
others do unto you.” We never feel as 
close to the Lord as when we are serving 
Him and loving others. Each act of 
obedience is a step nearer God, and every 
loving act of service brings us nearer His 
throne. 

A message on this theme would certainly 
be incomplete without mention of 

A Personal Experience 
With Christ as Savior and Lord. 


This is the basic principle taught by 
Christ in the fourteenth chapter of John: 
“I am the way, the truth and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me.” In these words of our Savior there 
are certain suggested truths. We notice 
that man in his natural state is alienated 
from God. Because of sin, a barrier has 
been erected; a veil has been hung between 
man and his Maker. In addition is the 
truth that a way of redemption has been 
made; a method of tearing down that bar- 
rier, of rending that veil. This has been 
accomplished by the perfect sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God. Because of these truths 
our Lord can say, “I am the way... no 
man cometh unto the Father but by me.” 
He who would draw nigh to God must 
come as prescribed: by the “strait gate,” 
the ‘“‘narrow way.” It is the way of the 
cross, the way of obedience, the way of 
love. The more closely we follow in this 
way, the nearer we draw to the Father. 


Perhaps you have found in your own 
experience of Bible study, prayer, and 
service that God does draw near to you in 
response to your advances in His direc- 
tion. But most of us have merely touched 
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the surface of this experience. Too many 
of us spend less time with the Word of 
God than we do with the problems of 
life; take less time with God in prayer 
than we do in criticizing each other and 
in complaining about our lot in life. The 
service we render to God and our fellow 
men is overshadowed by the efforts we 
expend in promoting self. This is an 
indication that we are not following in 
the way, the truth, and the life. 

There is a truly rich blessing awaiting 
you in the presence of God. To taste of 
this blessing, you must take the initiative. 
“Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you.” May the Lord bless us every- 
one. 


Time To Be Bothered 


(Continued from page 4) 


got under way, with a crowd shouting 
His praises, not at Bethany as we usually 
think, but twenty miles down the road at 
Jericho. It was here that He took the time 
to heal blind Bartimaeus, and as He went 
on His way to keep this most important 
appointment of all time, He had one more 
loyal follower proclaiming His greatness. 


Only a few of that crowd knew who 
Jesus really was. To some, He was a con- 
quering hero; a king come to set up His 
throne and cast off the Roman _ yoke, 
though they had no idea how He could do 
it with no equipped army. To some He 
was an outlet for the pent-up emotions 
they felt toward their oppressors. To oth- 
ers He was the Messiah all right, but the 
kingdom they visualized was earthly. To 
a few, like Bartimaeus, who realized their 
personal need for help, He was truly the 
Son of God. 


Jesus still has time to be bothered about 
the problems of individuals today, as He 
did then. While His triumphal march 
started back there on the road to Je- 
rusalem, yet it is continuing as the years 
roll on. For as long as time lasts He shall 
continue to stride across the pages of that 
time and His followers shall continue to 
shout His praises. 


The crowd is getting bigger and bigger. 


But even as then, some of those in the 
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crowd singing His praises have failed 
see-and know who He really is. They 
being swept along with the crowd; ca 
up in what we might call the “mob spit 
They believe some things about this Je 
but it is not based upon a personal | 
perience. They see Him as a great teac| 
a great inspirer, a great interpreter 
moral truths — but they have not g 
and understood and experienced that. 
is the great Savior. But He is just that. 


He Himself had previously said 
He was the gate to eternal life and tha 
Him and Him alone could a person et 
into eternal life. He said to Nicode 
that a person must be born again in o: 
to inherit that life. The question cami 
Nicodemus as to everyone, “How d 
one become reborn?” The answer is’ 
stop seeing Jesus in any light other tl 
as the One who died and paid the pi 
for your sin personally. Until you see y 
need’ for a personal Savior, as Bartima 
did, you will be just one of the cro 
under the wrong impression; one 03 
crowd who causes Christ to cry as He 
then, ““O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! How of 
would I have taken you to myself as a] 
takes her chicks under her wings, but 
would not!” | 


Just as the hurrying throng of thatl 
caused Jesus to weep over them, so m 
the hurrying crowd of each generati 
as they rush thoughtlessly on. 


Jesus still has time to be bothered. 
will still stop for any indivdual who is 
need and speak peace to his heart. WI 
you have individually cried out to Jesus 
your need, and experienced what a chai 
He can make in you — then He has n 
His triumphal entry into your hear 
where the pomp and glory shall " 
fade! 


cure our spiritual distresses can have 
one end — failure. Only when we acc 
the truth that man does not live by br 
alone will there be laid a foundation st 
of a civilization worthy of the name.” 

— 'T.S: Elta 


$ 
7 
“The search for material a. 
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here is an interesting story told about 
Jewish captives who were led into 
ery and exile after the fall of Je- 
lem to the forces of King Nebuchad- 
vat. The Bible gives us the account of 
captivity and tells how the vessels of 
Temple and the treasures of the house 
he Lord were carried away, and the 
ple were forced to go into exile in 
ylon as servants. An old Jewish tradi- 
| is that the king forced the members 
the Judean nobility to carry sacks of 
on their backs as they marched from 
lsalem to Babylon. In this way, it was 
nght that the new slaves would learn 
have the stoop of servility in their 
<s, and their spirits would be broken 
he time they arrived in the new land. 
he Jewish priests were quick to take 
antage of this command. They tore up 
|parchment scrolls of the Holy Law 
_ sewed them into sacks. Then they 
id the sacks with soil taken from 
salem itself and loaded them on the 
alders of the captives who were going 
| exile. 


hen the exiles reached Babylon, they 
etly erected a synagogue where they 
d continue their worship of God. 
covered its floor, so the story goes, 
Jerusalem dirt and sewed up their 
hment scrolls again. Here, in a foreign 
, they had a new Jewish community. 
enever they built a new synagogue, 
‘had one scroll from their Holy Law 
a span of Jerusalem earth on the floor. 
is interesting to see this “object les- 
or the symbolism that is represented 
, Although the Jewish people should 
» by this time been firm in their faith 
me God, apparently they needed the 
from home to help them realize that 
| were still within His keeping and 
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Are You Suffering 


From 


A Jerusalem Complex? 
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care. This thought is reflected in Psalm 
137, when the author cried out, “How 
shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign 
land?” 


Yet, many Biblical scholars tell us that 
it was this same experience of the Bab- 
ylonian captivity that united the Jewish 
exiles, and firmly established them in their 
faith in one God. It was here that 
the common people came to understand 
the messages of the earlier prophets and of 
the Law of Moses that Yahweh God is 
not just a tribal deity ruling over a local 
place but is the God of the whole uni- 
verse, and that “the whole earth is full of 
his glory.” Without the altar and sac- 
rifices, they came to think of God through 
the closer approach of prayer. From this 
time on, we do not find them so quick to 
forsake the way of the Lord, and His law. 
After this time they did not need to be 
called back so continuously to the Sabbath 
of the Lord. Humanly speaking, we can 
say that the captivity and the years to 
follow set up a real basis for the time of 
Jesus the Christ and for His teachings 
when He walked the paths of Galilee and 
Judea. 


We smile at this old tradition of the 
Jerusalem soil, and the small conception 
of God it evidences. It seems amusing to 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Men of Distinction 
(Continued from page 5) 


church are turning to other agencies or 
forces of influence for their spiritual and 
cultural patterns of behavior. In effect, 
the church has been abandoning its pre- 
rogative as moral conscience for the 
people and has largely turned this duty 
over to the secular society. Instead of dis- 
tinguishing between the holy and the 
common, and between the clean and the 
unclean, it has left the decision up to oth- 
ers, or to the individual. When disaster 
falls, we then try to justify any wrong 
choice by certain obscure rationalizations. 


For example, let us look at the whole 
picture of temperance, or more specif- 
ically the drinking of alcoholic beverages. 
By and large, the pattern of drinking has 
been set by political referendum or vote. 
It may be true, as many have contended, 
that we cannot prohibit this evil by legis- 
lation — it has been tried and some con- 
sider it a failure. (I am not so sure that 
it was a failure in fact.) But the point is 
this, whether the legislation against drink- 
ing was a failure or not, we can say that 
the church failed in its obligation to dis- 
tinguish properly the holy from the com- 
mon, the clean from the unclean. 


A piece of free literature from the 
Catholic Church contained an article en- 
titled, “It Isn’t the Drink — It’s the Man.” 
The general argument was that we should 
not condemn the use of alcohol just be- 
cause some men cannot take it. There was 
some truth in their argument, but the 
over-all effect was a green light on drink- 
ing, provided, that is, you did not drink 
to excess. It is a matter of degree rather 
than principle. And they further con- 
demned the practices of some of the other 
churches who “‘go against nature and con- 
demn completely the practice of drink- 
ing. 

Many Protestant churches have taken 
much the same attitude and have accom- 
modated their teaching to meet the de- 
mands of the people. They have thus fol- 
lowed rather than led the way in distin- 
guishing between right and wrong, or 
between the holy and the common, the 
clean and the unclean. The result is that 
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many people, even within the frame 
of the church, can get drunk and be’ 
involved in accidents or tragedies wit} 
parently no qualms of conscience or | 
of error. Often the church dares not s 
because it has been partly responi 
It has not had the men of distinction 
have been able to set the proper stand 


Or we might cite another very | 
temporary aspect of this failure of 
church to make moral distinctions } 
judgments. In that most intimate off 
man relations involving the family — 
tion and the sex practices of men 
women, the final word is no longer 
by the church or the religious motiv 
men and women, but instead we tur 
such scientific studies as the Kinsey) 
port and its many related surveys | 
quizzes. Based upon the assumption | 
a free and happy society must be an 
lightened one, the reports have 
made with the utmost care regarding 
collection and compiling of statis 
information. As a sociological stud] 
probably has its place. But the ques 
arises in the minds of many as to} 
ultimate value of the investigation. — 
is to be used to help men and wo 
come to a fuller understanding of | 
most basic of human drives, and th 5 
able them to control animalistic behay 
it is a notable accomplishment. But if 
reports are taken as a definitive norm 
as a standard to which we must, or ¢ 
may conform — then the danger is 
sidious and deadening. 


C 


Family relationships are basically 
ligious and the moral implications of | 
man relations are the concern of | 
church. The church is challenged to tr 
the distinction between what is holy | 
what is common, between what is c 
and what is unclean. . 

As Seventh Day Baptists, we are ( 
scious of the value of the Sabbath 
holy time: “Six days shalt thou labor 
do all thy work, but the seventh da 
the sabbath of the Lord thy God . . 
The Bible teaches us that there is a dif 
ence in the days, yet we are aware | 
many Christians have said that it ma 
no difference, just so long as you wor: 
God. One of the main responsibilities 
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ie “men of distinction’ in the Israelite 
on was to help the people make the 
inction between the Sabbath and the 
2t days of the week. Many historians 
e concluded that were it not for this 
inction — this setting of the Sabbath 
je for worship and religious instruc- 
|) — the Jewish faith might have passed 
existence in a matter of a couple of 
erations. Here also is an area where 


. few years ago at a ministers’ supper 
ing Conference, there was a discussion 
40 which pastor represented the north- 
most church. No pastor was present 
hat time from either New Auburn or 
ige Center so the choice was narrowed 
Adams Center, New York, or White 
? 

‘fement the president of Conference 
jed for a vote to determine the answer. 
4 Dr. Loyal Hurley pointed out that 
ude and longitude are not decided by 
dority vote. 


| was here that the president in jest 
le a remark which had more truth 
‘h he would care to admit. He said, 
enth Day Baptists have been deciding 
issues by vote for years, and I see no 


White Claud farther north than 
ms Center would not change the geo- 
phic fact that Adams Center is the 
her north, so a vote of the people and 
lic opinion cannot change the eternal 
@iciples of right and wrong. 


do not think that we can honestly say 
morals are strictly a matter of relativ- 
Whether it be temperance or sex, 
e are certain absolute values involved, 
| | no matter how many other people 
' be indulging does not free the in- 
@dual from his own moral obligations 
xod, to others, and to himself. 


Je ate creatures of God and what God 
called clean, let no man call unclean 
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or treat as unclean. What He has called 
holy is likewise not for man to treat as 
common. We do not want to revert to 
the Levitical laws of Aaron and the early 
Israelites. Nor do we find complete agree- 
ment in the dogmatic pronouncements as 
might be typified in some of the papal 
bulletins from Rome, or the blue laws of 
Puritan New England. 


But we do find that if the church is to 
fulfill its obligations, it must from time to 
time take a more positive stand upon many 
of the moral issues which confront con- 
temporary society. It needs those men of 
distinction who are able to distinguish be- 
tween the holy and the common, and be- 
tween the unclean and the clean. 


The next time you are asked to teach a 
class or serve on a committee and you feel 


inclined to say “no,” remember that some- 
one is listening. We are surrounded by a 
great cloud of witnesses. What do these 
unseen witnesses think of our excuses in 
the face of duty? Next time you start to 
say that you have done your share, don’t 
let Kagawa hear you! When you start to 
say that you are giving all you can give, 
don’t let Francis of Assisi hear you. Be- 
ware the presence of David Livingstone 
when you say that we are giving too much 
to missions. When you talk of closing the 
church in August don’t let the Apostle 
Paul overhear you. You would only em- 
barrass yourself. And when the Sabbath 
seems less important then some selfish 
pursuit, there is John James in the midst 
of us. 


But, what is more important, we can- 
not dismiss the Cross when we make our 
excuses in the neglect of duty. The Cross 
is the eternal symbol of the Christian 
Way — ‘Father, not my will, but thine be 


done.” 
KeEWS: 


v7, 


Luke 10: 25-37. 


Text: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
. and with all thy mind” (Luke 10: 27). 


Love is the basic law in the Christian 
faith, the principle of all sound conduct. 
Jesus caused a vast simplification of re- 
ligion when He summed it up as love to 
the Father-God and the brother-man. The 
first and great commandment He declared 
to be, ‘And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.” 


Scripture: 


In this message I wish to accentuate the 
importance of loving God with the mind. 
On the whole, we love Him with our 
hearts, our emotions, our soul; and there 
are those who love Him with all their 
strength. But with our minds and wills, 
nay, we would rather use our minds for 
our own individual whims. Perhaps we 
need not emphasize too strongly the im- 
portance of loving Him with our wills, 
for we have accomplished that to some 
degree. I feel that the New Testament of 
the American people, or perhaps the one 
passage that is quoted the most often of 
all is, “He went about doing good.” 


In talking with a man just recently who 
held the fear that our Christianity would 
just become pure activism, he said, “We 
send money, clothing, and our raw ma- 
terials to Europe. That is fine, that is 
good, but are we first making sure that our 
primary concern is for their souls’ 
salvation?” 


If we love Him with our mind, we will 
have a great driving force for Christianity, 
the same as emotion has a great driving 
force. It would be the height of folly to 
say that our Christianity does not need a 
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theology. If our Christianity had no th 
ogy, it would have nothing for the m 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy mind.’’ What does it mea 
love the Lord with all of thy mind 
believe in this, as in everything else, 
should take the example of Christ Je 
The Master loved God with all | 
mind, heart, and His strength. Jesus, 
one personality who had perfect pi 
perfect balance, and was perfect in ally 
toward God and man. With the perfec C 
of Christ Jesus before us, may I mal 
few humble suggestions? | 
I 


Intellectual Honesty 


Let us love God with the mine 
intellectual honesty. When one fails 
think straight, it is not long until he ¢ 
not walk straight. Intellectual dishon 
is moral dishonesty. Therefore, our it 
lectual processes must be brought into 
tivity to Jesus. Macaulay used to te 
story about a certain Hindu who vy 
not destroy animal life and insisted wy 
a vegetable diet. A scientist let him tal 
look at plant life under a micros 
Suddenly the Hindu smashed the in 
ment. Many people have the idea thi 
they do not like the truth, or the fa a 
they can smash the microscope that revi 
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‘truth and the facts. How childish 
h thinking as this is. I believe it was 
hop Creighton who once said: “You 
y let the ape and the tiger die; but you 
have to deal with the donkey.” There 
great deal of stubbornness in all of us. 
y times we prefer our own bray to 
music of truth. All of us hug our own 
judices, and we hold on to our pre- 
ceived theories for dear life. And 
ny times, if truth does not fit our 
as, then it is just too bad for truth. 
iw this is not right. We should be glad 
| truth; we should always seek for new 
sehs. It was Gladden who told the story 
ut one of his New England deacons 
‘I would say: “Now if I’m wrong, I’m 
4 y to be convinced of it — and I'd 
# to see the man who can do it.” 


‘}llectual honesty, in the verses of 2 
inthians 11 preceding this one: “Of 
| Jews five times received I forty stripes, 
e one.” Only a good education supple- 
ated by the guidance of the spirit of 
th would have led him to make such 
eful statements about willingness to 


‘We stand amazed at the candor of 
rist. We marvel at His invincible in- 
lectual honesty. Rightly has Jesus been 
led “the Son of facts.” Jesus based Him- 
& upon facts of experience, and’ never 
m just theory. We Christians need to 
2 a lesson from the precision thinking 
ithe scientific researchers. We cannot, 
‘dare not, do any loose thinking about 
| phenomena of religion when the 
ntist does precision thinking about 
tal phenomena. We need to sit down 
children and be prepared to give up 
y preconceived notion, and follow 
ably wherever and whenever God leads 
@and to do it with all our might. When 
come to the place where we can do 
, then we are on our way to “loving 
1 with all our mind.” 


i! 


I 


: \ Fearless Quest of Truth 


Ve love God with the mind when we 
Wage in the fearless quest of truth. All 
fh is God’s truth: “The universe is 
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fireproof and it is safe to strike a match 
anywhere.’ Beware of those who say, “I 
am not seeking the truth, I already have 
it.’ They are worse than dogmatic — they 
are “‘bulldog-matic.” It was Marcus Dodd 
who said: ‘“The man who refuses to face 
facts doesn’t believe in God.” 


There are said to be two types of 
people: the fossils and the finders. The 
fossils are those men who believe that 
truth is static. They have it and hold it, 
and that is the end of the matter as far 
as they are concerned. While on the other 
hand, the finders are the ones who know 
that truth is dynamic, moving, progress- 
ing, and that the truth of today is out of 
date tomorrow. They know that they 
must continually be moving upward and 
onward with Christ. It is their job to keep 
moving along with Christ. As they are led 
into greater and deeper truths, they must 
accept them and move along as God leads 
them. 


Jesus never sought to stifle the spirit 
of the inquirer; rather He tried to stim- 
ulate our minds to make us think, to seek 
a healthy, invigorating, intellectual ac- 
tivity of the mind. It was Jesus who said: 
“Ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.” The Gospel puts 
no padlocks on the mind. Revelation was 
given to us not to suppress reason but to 
assist our reasoning. It has been well said 
in this phrase: ‘He that would take away 
reason to make room for revelation puts 
out the light of both.” Then the remedy 
for bad thinking is not to stop thinking 
but to do some better thinking. We as 
Christians need to keep steadily marching 
on toward the rising sun of truth. 


“Not because it’s old, 
Not because it’s new, 
Not because it’s orthodox, 
But just because it’s true.” 


The one refuge for life is in reality. 
Jesus does not represent sham. He 
represents reality. Jesus will bear investi- 
gation. If He could not, we would not 
have a sure faith. If we will give our- 
selves courageous faith, allowing the Spirit 
of God to indwell our hearts, letting His 
truth be revealed unto us, then we may 
rest assured that we love God with the 
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mind. Then we engage in the fearless 
quest of reality. 


Ill 
Wise Tolerance 


We love God with the mind when we 
live in the spirit of a wise tolerance. I 
feel that I am safe in saying that intoler- 
ance seems to grow as one of the rankest 
weeds in the garden of the human heart. 
It was found in my community. The 
Central School System brought forth its 
proposition for the building program. It 
made the bitterest enemies of people who 
used to be the very best of friends. On the 
larger scale we see this throughout our 
whole nation in the integration of our 
schools. We find people who want toler- 
ance from us, but refuse to give us any 
tolerance for our thoughts, actions, or 
beliefs. That is not right, nor should it 
be so accounted. 


The Arkansas River, in the western part 
of Kansas, is about a mile wide and only 
about six to eight inches deep. Some 
people’s minds run like that. They are so 
wide and shallow that their Christian ex- 
perience amounts to practically nothing. 
Some spread themselves so thin that their 
influence for good has little or no value 
whatever. Driving to college in West 
Virginia from New Jersey we used to 
ferry across the Delaware at New Castle. 
As we drew near the landing, the ferry 
would bang up against one side, then 
against the other, until finally it would 
come to rest squarely in front of the un- 
loading platform, where the cars could 
be driven onto the ramp and thence the 
road. As we stood there, a senior said: 


“This old ferry reminds me of expe- 
riences in college. We bump against 
people, students with whom we cannot 
agree. Then we collide with others whom 
we cannot like. It sets me thinking about 
the different beliefs and theories that we 
bump against as the ferry coming into its 
slip. Eventually we get straightened out. 
When we are jarred on both sides we 
must go to God, who helps us find the 
truth, because He is the truth.” 


I have often thought of this conversa- 
tion. We try to come in on the straight 
course that God has given us and Christ 
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by His perfect example has shown 
When we miss it a little to the righi 
left there are these somewhat pai 
bumpings on either side to bring us ] 
to a straight course and safe landing} 


There are diversities of operation, 
the same Spirit. After all, the churches 
but a framework for the working of! 
Spirit of God. We need to out-live, 
think, and out-die if need be, to cong 
and save some of the modern world f 
its chaos. In other words, there is need 
“Love the Lord thy God with all 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
thy strength, and with all thy mind.” 
need, also, to love our neighbors as. 
love ourselves. If we do this, we t 
shall be living as Christ wants us to ] 
as true followers of His. We shall ¢ 
be called Christians, when we can | 
Christlike lives, having love and 
tian fellowship with God the Father 
Christ the Son, and letting the H 


Spirit lead and guide us all of the ti 


The Inadequate Ones 


“And the Lord said unto Moses, To 7 
send thee unto Pharaoh that thou may 
bring forth my people. And Moses 
Who am I, that I should go to Pharal 
and bring forth the children of Ista 
I am not eloquent, I am slow of spe 
and of a slow tongue.” 


“And the angel of the Lord appeai 
unto Gideon and’ said to him, The L 
is with thee, thou mighty man of va 
And Gideon said, O my Lord, wherew 
shall I save Israel? Behold my family 
poor in Manasseh, and I am least in| 
father’s house.” 


“And the word of the Lord came wi 
Jeremiah saying, Behold I have ordait 
thee a prophet unto the nations. TI 
said Jeremiah, Ah, Lord God, behold 
cannot speak, for I am a child.” 

“And the voice of the Lord said, W 
shall I send, and who will go for 
And Isaiah said, Woe is me, becaus 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
the midst of a people of unclean lip 

What was that you were about to s 
You can’t do it? 

K. Ea 
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Salty Christians 


(Continued from page 11) 


ved; and the number of men came to 
(it five thousand.” 


‘hus it seems that early Christian 
ers were interested in the number 
(ed to their fellowship, which was an 
jence of the efficiency of their work. 
Whey felt it worth while to do this, 
certainly the Christian Church today 
Nstified in giving the number won to 
ist and membership in the church as 
jeasure of efficiency. 


church filled to overflowing week by 

, or that is so crowded that it is 
ged to hold two or more services on 
day of worship, gives evidence to non- 
ichgoers that it has something people 
t. It may be in part the soul-searching 
sage from the pulpit, or it may be 
use of the lives of those who are ‘‘the 
of the earth” and worship there. 


ever there was a people since the 
nning of the Christian era, who, from 
t position in the world, their political 
intages, their commercial influence, 
) their Christian churches, ought to bé 
to fulfill the noble office of being the 
‘of the earth, it is our own nation 
our own church people. But for this 
* property of Christian salt we are 
vidually responsible. It depends upon 
use and cultivation of it. Through 
stian service it is quickened and 
n greater saltness or power. By sin, 
ugh carelessness or self-indulgence, it 
eutralized. 


1 many ways our Christian churches 
doing a wonderful job of salting the 
Id for Christ. Some evidence of this 
) be seen in new church buildings and 
itions to old ones, and in church 
It A survey made by the Insti- 
| of Life Insurance shows the greatest 
m in church building ever known in 
| United States in order to accommo- 
i: record-breaking congregations. About 
9,000,000 have been received in loans 
n the country’s insurance companies 
| new churches, additions to churches, 
tch-related educational institutions, and 
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church-related hospitals. This does not 
include loans from other sources and cash 
paid by church members. Another survey 
taken by the Gallup Poll in 1958 shows 
that an average week’s attendance of 
American adults was about 50,000,000 or 
49% of the adult population. This is a 
visible evidence of the Christian saltness 
in America. 


In addition to the work at home, Amer- 
ican churches are spending much money 
and energy in evangelizing the world, and 
have placed the salt of Christianity in 
many mission fields, which is bringing vis1- 
ble results. There are large and beauti- 
ful church buildings, substantial, well- 
equipped schools and_ hospitals, with 
multitudes using them, an honor to the 
denominations providing them and attrac- 
tive to non-Christians who see them. 
Good buildings, filled with devout wor- 
shipers and manned by Christian teachers, 
doctors, and nurses, give a standing to 
Christianity that poor equipment cannot 
give. 


We feel that it might be better to 
strengthen, put more salt, if you please, 
in well-established fields of missions, 
making them outstanding as religious, 
educational, and hospital centers, rather 
than seeking new and unknown fields that 
seem to be inviting help, sometimes for 
selfish ends or personal gain, and fields 
where there have been failures time and 
again. We also wonder if it is not possible 
for Christians, especially smaller denomi- 
nations, to spread their efforts so thin that 
they fail to salt thoroughly enough to 
preserve. There is such a thing as making 
a salt brine so weak that it will preserve 
nothing. Perhaps a few well-equipped 
centers, especially in non-Christian lands, 
would attract more people, and win more 
souls to Christ than a much larger number 
of small, inefficient stations. We should 
remember that the Apostle Paul was 
turned away from fields where he thought 
he should preach the Gospel, and where 
he wanted to go. 


There are mighty forces at work to de- 
stroy the effectiveness of Christian efforts, 
and Christians sometimes lose their salt- 
ness. In such a case can it be restored? 
Yes, it can, but not to any great extent 
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through physical or material power. It 
can be done through a spiritual awakening. 
In this way, though the salt may have lost 
some of its saltness, it can be reseasoned 
through the Holy Spirit working in the 
hearts of men and made again to salt 
human lives with which they come into 
contact. 

We are learning more and more about 
physical laws, and how to control and use 
them. We ought also to learn how to con- 
trol and use laws belonging to the spirit- 
ual Kingdom. The same Power that cre- 
ated the physical world with all its riches 
and hidden powers, can carry on the work 
of re-creation and regeneration of the 
souls of men. 

By personal persuasion, by public preach- 
ing and evangelistic efforts, as well as by 
the Christian ordinances, administered 
largely through the Christian Church, God 
is pleased to carry on the conversion of 
the souls of men, and the restoration to 
life and vigor the spiritually dead and 
withered members of the church, restor- 
ing them to their saltness. 

“Ye are the salt of the earth.” True 
Christians are the salt of the earth, and 
this salt preserves mankind. What would 
this world be like were it not for Chris- 
tian people and their churches? By exam- 
ple and instruction they season all with 
whom they come in contact and help to 
make life more savory. May it be said of 
all of us, “You are the salt of the earth.” 


DEAD WEIGHT 


I've been a dead weight many years, 
Around the church’s neck 

I’ve let the others carry me, 
And always pay the check. 

I've had my name upon the rolls, 
For years and years gone by; 

I’ve criticized and grumbled too; 
Nothing could satisfy. 


I've been a dead weight long enough, 
Upon the church’s back. 
Beginning now, I’m going to take 
A wholly different track. 
I'm going to pray and pay and work, 
And carry loads instead; 
And not have others carry me 
Like people do the dead. 
— Anon. 
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JERUSALEM COMPLE? 


(Continued from page 15) 


think that the people thought they h: 
be on top of Jerusalem dirt in orde 
make their worship of the Lord on 
bath day effective. But think about 
idea for a moment. It may be that 1 
people in our Christian circles today 
guilty of the same error. Are you the | 
follower of Jesus when you are away | 
home? The same kind of Christian! 
were “back home” before moving tc 
city? As loyal to the cause of Christ v 
it becomes necessary to be a nonresi 
member or a “lone-Sabbathkeeper” ? 
you have a Jerusalem complex? 


Take the first question. For rf 
people it is an axiom of life that it is ¢ 
to get away for a while from the res 
sibilities and disciplines of regular 
Some feel that occasionally they sh 
skip Sabbath activities at church to | 
for the mountains or the shore — or 
stay home. Jesus Himself said to His 
ciples (in Mark 6: 31), “Come awa) 
yourselves to a lonely place, and re 
while.” But we must question ourselve 
the need for renewal and re-creatio 
important, does it logically follow tha 
must occasionally get away from the 
periences of living according to Chri 
standards? Is there a place and time 
propriate for a “vacation from God” 
does this idea seem to evidence a 
losophy of a limited God and a lin 
response to His call? I believe it do 


A salesman tells me that at the 
conventions of his company, he is 
only person present who abstains — 
the use of alcoholic beverages. Man 
the others present will have a coc 
there who do not drink at home. } 
of them are Christians active in ck 
work, but feel that this is a necessary 
of their experience in a city conven 
This sounds to me like a strong Jerus 
complex. 


Another discrepancy is sometimes 
in the change in young people when 
face their first experience away 
parental influence and environment. 
haps the young man becomes involv 
military service, and overnight his s 
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of ethical and moral behavior are 
pt away. He sees, perhaps for the first 
>, the values others place on Chris- 
experience (or lack of it) and the 
salem complex he has in his own 
1 crops out in his attitudes and actions. 
reasons that because he does not have 
restraining influences of former times, 
life is his own to use or abuse as he 
‘fit. 
7e are told that many of the youth of 
erica in military service overseas, who 
2\ given our country such a bad name 
their lack of morals, are young men 
grew up in Christian homes and the 
‘ches of our country. But they had the 
salem complex — and seemed to be- 
2 that they had left God and His way 
ind when they told the home folks 
d-by. 


he Jerusalem complex may be evi- 
ced by a college student. Away from 
ne for the first time, he, too, discovers 
his study habits, his personal be- 
for, his ethical standards, and his 
rch participation are up to him. This 
; not always result in the “sowing of 
1 oats,’ but often enough to make us 
der if we have given the impression 
Christian faith is only exterior stand- 
} and measurements; not a personal 
erience of the individual with Jesus 
ist that will be present wherever one 
If we have a conception of ‘Jesus 
ist, the same yesterday, today and for- 
” it will show in our lives whether 
are in Jerusalem or any other spot of 


globe. 


1 
4 


‘re you the same kind of Christian you 
e in the home town? American people 
on the move. We have always been 
ligratory people, and it is certainly 
in this middle part of the Twentieth 
tury. Somewhere I have read that it is 
ipated that two out of every three 
ple will have moved at least once be- 
2n the National Census of 1950 and 
A). 

That has this mobility done to our 
Itches? And to our Christian faith? 
| see people moving from rural areas to 


great cities, from city to suburb, from 
th to North, from East to West. And 
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the result upon the individual’s Christian 
experience will depend upon the kind of 
faith he has. If he is suffering from a Je- 
rusalem complex, it is likely that the pack- 
ing up of the furniture and moving from 
one area to another will mean leaving the 
church and his active participation in it 
behind. Like the Jews of the Babylonian 
captivity, he will either be completely 
lost to the cause of Christ, or he will have 
to find some “Jerusalem dirt” to help him 
maintain his faith. On the other hand, if 
the Christian experience is genuine and he 
has a deep sense of God’s abiding presence 
wherever he goes, and a personal faith in 
the living Christ, the place where he lives 
ise not affect the kind of a Christian 
e is. 


A young man away from home influ- 
ences was told it would be necessary for 
him to attend classes in the university on 
the Sabbath. This was contrary to his own 
background and the faith of his parents, 
but he had never had to face it by himself 
before. He recounted that it was in his 
own soul searching — in his own decision 
to be true to the Sabbath conviction he had 
been taught — that he found his own faith 
in the Sabbath of the Lord, and through 
this experience he found Jesus Christ for 
himself. ‘““What had been my father’s 
faith before, became my faith when I had 
to decide for myself,” he later said. 


Sometimes we find folks coming back 
to the home community for a visit. Once 
more they show an active interest in Sab- 
bath worship and the Christian cause that 
they had ignored in their new homes. One 
man has said at our church, “I never miss 
Sabbath worship attendance until I come 
back to West Virginia.” I believe this is 
the Jerusalem complex and needs to be re- 
placed with a firm personal faith in Jesus 
Christ which will go wherever the man 
goes and accompany each motive and ac- 
tion of his life. 


When the early Christians were forced 
to flee the persecution around Jerusalem, 
the newly founded Christian Church did 
not weaken and die. After the martyrdom 
of Stephen, The Acts says, “ And on that 
day a great persecution arose against the 
church in Jerusalem; and they were scat- 
tered throughout the region... .”. How- 
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ever, these followers of the risen Christ 
did not say, “Well, we are sorry that we 
have been separated from the home church. 
We will miss the brethren and we wish 
them well. We will visit them when the 
persecution is over, or if we have a vaca- 
tion. We are sorry that it is necessary to 
move where we cannot attend church or 
train our children in the faith.’ No in- 
deed: far different was their reaction. 


Acts 8: 4 says, “Now those who were 
scattered went about preaching the word.” 
They carried their faith with them. And 
the spirit of their Christian experience 
caught fire wherever they went, with new 
groups of followers of Jesus springing’ up 
and new churches being established. So 
it developed that their persecution and dis- 
persion were responsible for the first great 
outreach of the evangel message and the 
Christian cause. 


I believe this experience applies to us 
today. We cannot be followers of Jesus 
only while in the home town of childhood, 
or as long as Mother and Father are living. 
If we believe in a universal God, who is 
personally immanent everywhere, this 
faith will be shown in our own reaction to 
life everywhere, too. If Jesus Christ has be- 
come a real living person for us, then our 
conduct will be guided by His precepts, 
and our lives will be “hid in Him” 
wherever we happen to reside, or whatever 
the customs or morals of the people in 
our present environment. If we accept the 
Sabbath of the Bible as God’s holy Sab- 
bath day while we are near other Sabbath- 
keeping Christians or locally affiliated 
with a Seventh Day Baptist Church, then 
God’s Sabbath will be real and holy for 
us even if we find it necessary to move to 
a new community. And if we possess the 
kind of Christian experience the Early 
Church had, we will carry the message of 
our faith with us! 


Let each of us thoughtfully re-examine 
our individual faith, lest we be guilty of a 
limited concept of God: lest we, too, be 
suffering from a Jerusalem complex! Let 
the words of Isaiah 40 speak again to our 
time: 


Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weaty, 

his understanding is unsearchable. 


\ 
He gives power to the faint, iy 


and to him who has no might he incre 
strength. a) 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, | 
and young men shall fall exhausted; 
but they who wait for the Lord shall r 
their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like ea 
they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 


“As a loyal follower of Christ I 1 
treat the Sabbath as He has shown me 
example and precept. When it ceas 
be*true “that Christ kept the Sabba h 
taught His followers thus to do, I 
cease to keep it; not until then.” 


“I am a Seventh Day Baptist becat 
accept the Bible as the supreme and 
rule of faith and practice in matters 
religion. Christ rejected the ‘inferenf 
and ‘traditions’ which Judaism had a 
to the plain commandments of the 
Testament. He condemned those 
made ‘The law of none effect’ throw 
their traditions. The same authority 
pels me to reject the inferences and 
tions which have come to us throug 
perversion of Christianity by pagan 

“There is no instance of the ac 
of unfounded tradition and illog 
forts at argument more prominent 
the association of the observance of 
day and the change of the Sabbath 
the resurrection of Christ. It is enti 
scriptural. The Scriptures never 
Christ's resurrection with the ob 
of any day, or with the abrogation o 
Sabbath.” q 

“As we have already stated, the pri 
purpose of the Seventh Day Baj 
not to gain members unto themselv 
is rather to spread truth patie 
persistently, calling the attention of 
church to its dangers and seeking t 
duce Sabbath reform upon the perma 
basis of God’s divine law.” 


“Two alternatives lie before the ch 
to yield all Sabbathism and go dow 
the tide of holidayism now ga 
rapidly; or to return, without comprot 
to the firm foundation of God’s law. } 
the Seventh Day Baptists make their s 
On this ground they are willing to | 
the verdict of coming years.” 


